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 THE THIRD QUARTER 2021 EDITION OF THE WHISTLE MAGAZINE ON 

REFEREEING ACTIVITIES FOR THE REFEREES COMMITTEE OF THE 

NIGERIA FOOTBALL FEDERATION 

 
AN OVERVIEW: 
SUSTAINING THE FREQUENCY OF REFEREES’ TRAINING IN NIGERIA 

From all indications the new approach initiates in the retraining of the 
Nigerian football referees by the Nigeria Football Federation at the start of 
the 2020/2021 season just ended, seem to have been producing more 
positive results and encouraging impact and therefore now needs to be 
permanently adopted. This conclusion arises from observed improvement 
in technical expertise of a growing number of referees at the national level 
as the various national competitions progressed to the end. 

         continued on  page  10 
 

2021 FIFA MA REFEREES COURSE IN NIGERIA 
 Pinnick: We are Always fully Committed to Developing Nigerian Referees 

 Doue: FIFA/CAF are aware Nigeria has potential world class referees 
 

The Nigeria Football Federation (NFF) have once again spoken quite 
robustly and expressed in concrete terms their willingness, readiness and 
determination to harness all possible resources that would facilitate the 
sustenance of the drive for top class refereeing in the national competitions. 

              continued on  page.  4 

 
 

FIFA President Gianni Infantino (left) and the CAF President Dr.Patrice Motsepe (right) presenting to 

Dr. Aisha Buhari at the Aso Rock Abuja, a Number 10 FIFA jersey on the occasion of their attendance 

of the opening ceremony of the AISHA BUHARI Six-Nations Women Invitational Tournament in Lagos 

15 – 21 September 2021. (More on the tournament from Page 14).                Photo: Courtesy NFF Communications 
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The President of the NFF, Amaju Melvin Pinnick, emphasized that the Nigerian 
referees and assistant referees possess the qualities that could always be 
transformed into the requirements for top class refereeing globally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The NFF leader, who is also a Member of the FIFA Council, made these 
pronouncement during the closing ceremony of the 2021 FIFA Member 
Association Referees Course in Nigeria on Friday 24 September 2021 held at the 
Chida International Hotel, Utako, Abuja. 

                
 

The Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu (fourth right), the Chief Host of the Aisha Buhari Cup Invitational 

Tournament with the President of the Nigeria Football Federation/Member FIFA Council, Amaju Melvin Pinnick 

(second right) and the Chairman, Local Organising Committee of the competition, Barrister Seyi Akinwunmi (right); 

Madam Aisha Falode (third right) the Director of Organisation/Chairperson Nigeria Women Football League met 

on the logistics of the competition. Others present at the occasion were Toyin Garafaa Bolowatan, Director General, 

Lagos State Sports Council (left); and Sola Aiepeku, Executive Chairman, Lagos State Sports Council (fifth right) 

(More on the tournament from Page 14).          Photo: Courtesy NFF Communications 

                                                                                           .                                    

 

Some of the FIFA MA Referees Course participants 

 
Dr. Doue Noumandiez Desire kicking off his technical 

sessions on Monday 20 September 2021. 
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President Pinnick charged, “We cannot afford to relax in our efforts; rather we 
will attempt to gain maximally from the positive multiplier impact of the 
development of our referees for our domestic and international football as well 
as on the quality of our FIFA referees and assistant referees”.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The NFF President’s message was read by the General Secretary of the Federation, 
Dr. Mohammed Sanusi who catalogued also  the tremendous values the NFF had 
engineered into football refereeing in Nigeria so far; particularly since President 
Amaju Melvin Pinnick assumed the leadership of the Nigerian football body. 
 
Dr. Sanusi described President Pinnick as “a dynamic and scientific leader”, 
endowed with far reaching vision for the games’ development in Nigeria; adding 
that it was for such quality in the President that had propelled the Federation to 
invest wisely in critical developmental priorities in the game in the Country, by   
providing funds and logistics for a critical issue as football refereeing 
development in Nigeria. 
 
 
 
 

Hannachi Boubakar (standing left) lecturing on 

the basic guides in maintaining healthy fitness for 

football refereeing with Engr. Emmanuel Edekin 

Imiere assisting with demonstrations. 

 

The pool of the Nigerian physical fitness trainers and instructors 

to assist the FIFA Instructor, Hannachi Boubakar at the National 

Stadium, Abuja in conducting the mandatory FIFA Physical 

Fitness tests for Course participants. These were (from left to 

right): Bosede Momoh; Stella A. Eloji; Maryam S Indo; Ibrahim 

Fagge; Philip Alkali; Engr. Emmanuel E Imiere; Abraham 

Zakowi and then Hannachi .Boubakar. 
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“It was in pursuance of his resolve to improve the capabilities of the Nigerian 
referees that President Amaju Pinnick was always clamouring for regular and 
qualitative training sessions and workshops for our referees which sometimes 
were organized directly by FIFA and the CAF”, Dr. Sanusi  revealed. 
 The General Secretary recalled that on the assumption of the NFF leadership in 
2014, President Amaju Pinnick sponsored forty five Nigerian elite referees for 
capacity-building in the United Kingdom to expose them to the English approach 
to football refereeing. Dr. Sanusi reported that the exposure increased the 
entertainment of the games in Nigeria as spectators were exposed to more 
thrilling football. 

 
 

 

Participants of the 2021 FIFA MA Referees Course with their Instructors (national and the visiting FIFA 

delegation with the NFF officials. (From right to left)  (front row) Stella A Eloji; (Fitness); Barr. Cecilia Ugbuji 

(Technical); Abraham Zakowi (Fitness); Sani Zubairu (Referees Manager); Hannachi Boubakar (Tunisia) 

(FIFA/CAF Physical Fitness Instructor); Dr. Doue Noumandiez (Cote d’Ivoire) (FIFA/CAF Technical 

Instructor; Dr. Mohammed Sanusi, the General Secretary NFF; Sharif Rabiu Inuwa, Chairman, Referees 

Committee; Otunba Tade Azeez, President Nigeria Referees Association/Member Referees Committee; 

Chukwudi Chukwujekwu, Member Referees Committee/Chief National Coach and  Technical Instructor; Dave 

Egho, Member Referees Committee; Linus Mba, FIFA Technical Adviser – Refereeing; Mohammed Ameenu, 

Personal Assistant to the NFF General Secretary/Technical Instructor; Madam Faith Irabor, Member Referees 

Committee; and Engr. Emmanuel Edekin Imiere, Chief National Coach/Physical Fitness Instructor. 

 

Some of the FIFA Referees and Assistant Referees wearing the Adidas outfit courtesy of FIFA. 

The Course Technical Instructor, Dr. Doue Noumandiez Desire in black back row. 
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But that was not all,  Dr. Sanusi continued, President Pinnick approved in 
the early wake of his leadership the introduction of the Scheme of Referee 
Assessors into the structure of football organization in Nigeria. The 
innovation was meant to sustain the continuous training of the referees onto 
the field of play.  
The NFF thereby became one of the leading Member Associations in Africa 
to have cued into the most current mechanism of, on the field, monitoring 
and retraining of referees and assistant referees. 

 
 

 
Concluding the General Secretary 
revealed that “Part of the welfare package 
actively under consideration by the 
Federation is the issue of insurance 
coverage for all officiating elite referees, 
as well as, other forms of grants” and 
added in conclusion that more benefits 
were being considered for other referees 
in the future.  
Dr. Sanusi urged all the Course 
Participants to regard themselves as 
ambassadors of the Federation at all 
times by their general comportment and 
the translation of all the new and positive 
outcome of the FIFA MA Referees Course 

programme into their  future games as 
part of their own contribution  “for the good of the game” in Nigeria. 
 
 

The referees and their technical and physical fitness instructors. 

 

Dr. Mohammed Sanusi 

 



8 
 

In an earlier remark, the Chairman of the Referees 
Committee Sharif Rabiu Inuwa re-emphasized that 
Nigeria was endowed with talented and technically 
knowledgeable referees that could stand the most 
strenuous tests both in the national and international 
arena adding that the essence of the FIFA MA Referees 
Course was to transform the performance of the 
Country’s referees into world class standard. 
 
He observed that Nigeria is among the great Nations in 
Africa and that he expected all the Course participants 
to join the on-going drive to establish the Country as 

one of the 
leading African nations in sports in 
general and in football refereeing in 
particular. 
 
The President of the Nigeria Referees 
Association (NRA) Otunba Tade Azeez, 
who was visibly excited urged Course 
participants to appreciate the Federation 
“by just going out there to be fair and 
firm every time you are on the field to 
officiate”. 
 

He commended the visiting FIFA 
Technical and Fitness Instructors for 
the level of experiences they had 
imparted on the Nigerian referees in 
the past five days from Monday 20 
September 2021 particularly the 
measure of high level support from the 
Nigerian physical fitness and technical 
Instructors. 
 

Dr Doue’s Response 
Reacting to  inferences of Nigeria 
leading position politically and 
economically in Africa, the leader of the FIFA delegation, Dr. Doue Noumandiez 
Desire, {who, is not just a FIFA Technical Instructor but also a Member of the CAF 
Board of Technical Experts responsible in a special way for refereeing 
development for the WAFU Zone B Region}, remarked,  
 

Ibrahim Gusau 

Chairman of Chairmen also addressed the Special 

Course participants last July.  

Sharif Rabiu Inuwa 

 

Otunba Tade Azeez 
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“We have been offered by the Nigeria Football 
Federation all that we need for a top class referees 
course since our arrival in Abuja – excellent facilities; 
first class accommodation, training fields and 
experienced and extremely supportive instructors 
and above highly intelligent and well-motivated 
referees and assistant referees who had worked with 
us busily, mornings and evenings, to capture the new 
concepts, considerations and applications of the 
Laws”. 
 

He thanked the 
host of the 

Nigerian Technical Instructors who were 
actively involved in teaching the Course 
programme particularly Chief Technical 
Coach Chukwudi Chukwujekwu (FIFA 
Instructor) as well as Peter Elgam Edibi 
(FIFA/CAF) Referees Instructor).  Mr Edibi 
is also a special appointee of FIFA for the 
teaching and monitoring of the CAF 
Professional Referees in WAFU Zone B. 
Other Technical Instructors at the Course 
were: Felicia C. Okwugba, Barr. Cecilia 
Ugbuji, Dr. Ago Abubakar and Ameenu 
Mohammed. The CAF IT expert for the MA 
Course was Promise Uwaeme. 

 

 

 

Dr. Doue Noumandiez Desire. 

 

Amaju M. Pinnick  

NFF President/Member FIFA Council. 

 

Six national FIFA/CAF Technical Instructors who helped to introduce a new direction into the 

referees training format for the Special Workshop for Referees and Assistant Referees in the 

Nigerian Elite League. From right to left: Dr. Ago Abubakar; Olori Sera Adebisi-Odeniran; 

Peter Elgam Edibi; Felicia C. Okwugba; Chukwudi Chukwujekwu and Barr. Cecelia Ugbuji. 

 



10 
 

In spite of all these qualities; Dr. Doue wondered why Nigerian referees had not 
had the fortune to officiate in the finals of the FIFA World Cup – Men and Women. 
“You have potentially good materials for the FIFA World Cup championships in 
Nigeria and as the representative of the WAFU Zone B in FIFA and CAF, we all 
have to jointly work hard to produce referees from our Zone for FIFA World Cup  
or other the world championships”. 
 
Expressing gratitude to President Amaju Melvin Pinnick for all the supportive role 
of the Federation to the referees, Dr. Doue concluded “our urgent task now is for 
us to identify and develop top class Nigerian referees for African refereeing 
leadership who would be expected to feature regularly in the CAF and  FIFA World 
Cup championships”. 

              

 Sustaining the Frequency of Referees Development in Nigeria  
        continued from  page 3 

Increasingly more referees were becoming now more professionally focused with 
clearer understanding of the intricacies of new concepts in their application of the 
Laws of the Game. Granted that there is a lot more work ahead to enlist more 
referees to imbibe the new spirit of professionalism in their refereeing. Generally 
speaking from these indications, one can, with a level of certainty assume there is 
a very bright light at the end of the tunnel for the Nigerian referees. 
 

 
 
 

All attention at the debriefing of the technical experts at the FIFA Goal Project practicing field in Abuja. 
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The new training approach, a complete departure from the past teaching 
methodology, has created the most suitable environment for teaching as well as 
learning; it has fostered closer interaction between the instructors as they are all 
now accommodated in the same location. This has now stretched the 
opportunities for extended instructors/referees interaction beyond the 
classrooms and the training fields to recreational halls under one roof and 
restaurants in an informal way for the much beneficial inter-personal 
consultations. 
 
The Nigeria Football Federation (NFF) must be appreciated for this initiative they 
had ventured into, despite the severe financial constraints the Federation had 
been enduring over the years, vis-a-vis the current disposition of making it 
possible to host the referees and their instructors under the same roof. The 
current approach has removed the need for abridged teaching duration which 
had, in the past, constrained the Referees Committee to terminate lecture 
sessions too early each day to encourage participants to report early for training 
the next days. 
 
It is no gainsaying that the appropriate stage had then set for the 2021 FIFA MA 
Referees Course which was organized in similar format as the Special Training 
Programme of the NFF Referees Committee of last July which was then for a 
whooping three hundred referees but in two batches that was serviced by a pool 
of Nigeria’s International and the entire local instructors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The referees, their instructors as well as the two football teams that offered their services for 

that special developmental project. 
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The Special Training Programme, we recall was more interactive, discussions 
organized in two parts – the morning sessions for the theoretic discussions on the 
new Gate Concepts for the Penalty Area; positioning and extra movements of 
referees for more game coverage; discouraging the display of the advantage 
signals; new ways of dealing with mass confrontation; formulation of templates 
for countdown and pre-match discussions; Offside and Handball interpretations 
amongst other topical issues. Dozens of explanatory match clips were also 
presented to the referees. The evening sessions were devoted purely to 
integrated training session. 
 
It was appropriate that the elements that were emphasized during the physical 
fitness training included core stability session; different activities of planking to 
develop strength; to maintain balance and to improve on running techniques. 
Flexibility training to improve on the referee’s flexibility, to reduce proneness to 
injuries; and to improve on positioning and dynamic stretching. 
 
Lectures on physical fitness segments, built into the morning sessions’ timetable 
of the Course were reinforced with match clips to emphasize elements of physical 
fitness demands on referees. The evening sessions were reserved for the practical 
sessions. 
 
The 2021 Nigeria’s FIFA Referees Course programme of the 20 to 24 September 
2021 was indeed organized in the same format and in the same venues used for 
the Special Workshop for the Elite Referees and Assistant Referees in July 2021 
using the same teaching methodology but now with some added international 
flavour. 
 
Dr. Doue Noumandiez Desire (Cote d’Ivoire) who led the 
FIFA delegation proved himself very well equipped and 
indeed discharged his Course mission commendably. 
Not surprising though, Dr. Doue is not only a FIFA 
Technical Instructor of repute; he is currently also a 
Member of the CAF Board of Technical Experts who has 
been designated the special responsibility for refereeing 
development in the WAFU Zone B. 
 
Supported in the 2021 FIFA Course in Abuja, by 
Hannachi Boubakar (Tunisia) the FIFA/CAF Instructor 
for Physical Fitness, both instructors exploited the 
existing environmental settings of the Referees 
Committee of the NFF, to the full as they fitted 
perfectly well into the FIFA schedule, with the active 

Hannachi Boubakar (left  with Dr. 

Joseph Ogabor). 
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support of the pool of the domestic FIFA/CAF trained coaches and instructors in 
Nigeria who over the years have also become very professional to be able to  
individually contribute meaningfully to ensure that the 2021 FIFA MA Referees 
Course was one of the most successful courses ever organized in Nigeria. 
 
In one of his remarks, the leader of the FIFA delegation Dr. Doue praised the NFF 
for making available for the programme “all that was required for a first class 
training exercise – the accommodation, technological training facilities, 
transportation, training fields and teams for practical sessions and above all 
intelligent and receptive participants – the elite referees and assistant referees”. 
 
Dr. Doue expressed satisfaction that their mission in Nigeria had been very 
successful and were looking forward for brighter future for the Nigerian referees. 
 
The assurance of sustained support had earlier come appropriately and promptly 
from the President of the NFF himself, Amaju Melvin Pinnick, a Member of the 
FIFA Council, who gave his words, as he would always do, that the Nigeria Football 
Federation was obliged to continue in their efforts in ensuring that the Nigerian 
referees “are always very well trained and motivated”.  
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DR. AISHA BUHARI CUP 2021 
 
 A Six-Nations Women Invitational Soccer Fiesta 
 LAGOS: Wednesday 15 to Tuesday 21 September 2021 

 
In furtherance of her passion for the girl-child development, the Nigerian First Lady, the 

wife of the Nigerian President Aisha Buhari sponsored a Six-Nations Women 

Invitational Football Tournament which was organized in Lagos – present home of the 

Nigerian football – from Wednesday 15 to Tuesday 21 September 2021. 

 
 

 
 

There were indications that the tournament could become an annual event and been 

hoped would attract in the future participation of more African and perhaps European 

women national teams. This inaugural tournament involved Nigeria, the host country, 

as well as Cameroon, Ghana, Mali, Morocco, and South Africa. 

 

The Chairman of the Local Organising Committee (LOC) for the inaugural meet was 

Barrister Seyi Akinwunmi, the First Vice Chairman of the Nigeria Football Federation 

and the Chairman of the Lagos State Football Association.  

 

The Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu with Barr. Seyi  Akinwunmi (left) the Chairman, Local 

Organising Committee of the Aisha Buhari Cup tournament/First Vice President NFF/Chairman, Lagos 

State Football Association and Madam Aisha Falode, the Director of Organisation of the tournament and 

Chairperson Nigeria Women Football League (right) after a meeting in respect of the games. 

                                                                                                                                            Courtesy: NFF Communications. 
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He was ably supported by the internationally acclaimed and experienced football 

administrator – Aisha Falode – who served as the Director of Organisation of the 

tournament and no doubt indeed made available to the LOC the wealth of experience 

she had earned from CAF and FIFA over the years. 

     
 

 

 

 

A team of equally experienced technical experts was appointed into the Referees 
Commission for the tournament. The Members were: Linus Mba, (Nigeria), a one-
time Member of the CAF Referees Committee and now FIFA Technical Adviser – 
Refereeing who functioned as one of the Referee Assessors together with Tempa 
N’dah Francois (Benin), one of the most outstanding FIFA/CAF Women Technical 
Instructors who is one of the experts responsible for Women Referees 
development for CAF.  
 
To function as the Technical Instructor was Felicia C Okwugba (Nigeria), on the 
FIFA/CAF Panel.  The FIFA/CAF Instructor Jeanne Annah Ayemon (Cote d’Ivoire) 
was in charge of physical fitness assisted along the line by Stella A Eloje (Nigeria), 
also physical fitness specialist ; Mrs Ada Nwachukwu (Nigeria) was the Masseur 
to the referees while Promise Nnadozie Uwaeme (Nigeria) served as the IT 
Specialist. 
 
The Tournament referees and assistant referees were drawn from the host, 
Nigeria, Benin, Cameroon, Ghana, Morocco, Niger, and Togo. 
 
REFEREES (5) 
Juliet Appiah (Ghana); Patience Ndidi Madu and Yemisi Akintoye (Nigeria); 
Amedome Vincentia (Togo) and Souley Sani, Zouwaira (Niger). 
 
ASSISTANT REFEREES (5) 
Friday Mfon Akpan and Beauty Kabenda Terah(Nigeria); Victoria Bahane 
(Cameroon); Ennouajeh Ihssane (Morocco); and Bio Bangana Djaria (Benin). 

The Super Falcons apparently studying the 

playing pattern of their next match opponents. 

 

President Amaju M. Pinnick paid a surprise visit to the 

Super Falcons in their dressing room at Mobolaji Johnson 

stadium before a match. He was accompanied by, Barr. 

Allen Onyema of the Air Peace Airlines. 
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These were the designations: 
Nigeria v Mali              15.09.2021    
Referee:                Vincentia Amedome    (Togo) 
AR1:                       Bio Bangana Djaria    (Benin) 
AR2:                       Victoria Bahane         (Cameroon) 
Fourth Official:       Julliet Appiah     (Ghana) 
Assessor:                 Tempa N’dah Francois   (Benin)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Cameroon v Morocco   16.09.2021  
Referee:                    Zouwaira Souley Sani     (Niger) 
AR1:                         Friday Mfon Akpan        (Nigeria) 
AR2:                         Beauty Kabenda Terah  (Nigeria) 
Fourth Official:         Yemisi Akintoye              (Nigeria) 
Assessor:                   Linus Mba                       (Nigeria) 
 
South Africa v Ghana   17.09.2021 
Referee:                        Patience Ndidi Madu       (Nigeria) 
AR1:                             Bio Bangana Djaria          (Benin) 
AR2:                            Ennouajah Hissane           (Morocco) 
Fourth Official:             Amedome Vincentia         (Togo) 
Assessor:                      Tempa N’dah Francois     (Benin) 
 

A Member of the Tournament’s Referees Commission, Tempa N’dah Francois (left) briefing the referees 

before their pre-match training. The pre-match physical fitness preparation was directed by FIFA Physical 

Fitness Instructor – Jeanne Annah Ayemon (Cote d’Ivoire) (right) with the active support of Stella A. Eloji 

(Nigeria) (second right). 
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Moroccan players enjoying themselves (left) and the South Africans warming-up with the ball (right). 

 
Morocco v Mali             19.09.2021 
Referee:                         Juliet Appiah                (Ghana) 
AR1:                              Bio Bangana Djaria       (Benin) 
AR2:                             Victoria Bahame         (Cameroon) 
Fourth Official:             Yemisi Akintoye          (Nigeria) 
Assessor:                       Linus Mba                    (Nigeria) 
 

         
The Referees Instructor of the Group was Felicia C Okwugba (first left) with Tempa N’dah Franciois initiating several 

drills to remind the referees of their expected reactions in every situation while the physical fitness instructor Jeanne 

Annah Ayemon ensured the body flexibility to meet the demands. 

 
Cameroon v Ghana      20.09.2021 
Referee:                        Vincentia Amedome     (Togo) 
AR1:                             Beauty Kabenda Terah  (Nigeria) 
AR2:                             Ennouajah Hissane        (Morocco) 
Fourth Official:             Zouwaira Souley Sani     (Niger) 
Assessor:                       Linus Mba                      (Nigeria) 
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Nigeria v South Africa            21.09.2021 
Referee:                               Souley Zouwaira Sani       (Niger) 
AR1:                                    Bio Bangana Djaria          (Benin) 
AR2:                                    Victoria Bahame                (Cameroon) 
Fourth Official:                   Julliet Appiah                    (Ghana) 
Assessor:                              Linus Mba                         (Nigeria) 
All matches were played on the Mobolaji Johnson Arena, Lagos. 
 
  

Members of the Referees Commission of the Tournament well positioned for a panoramic view 

of the match proceedings for the assessment of the referees.  From right to left: Linus Mba; 

Jeanne Annah Ayemon; Felicia C Okwugba; Tempa N’dah Franciois and Stella A Eloji. 
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Special Highlights of the 2021 Nigeria’s FIFA MA Referees Course 

 

 New Concepts and Considerations in the Interpretation and 
the Application of the Laws 

 Challenges, Tactical Fouls, Handball, Penalty Area Incidents 
 Positioning and Reading the Game and Offside appreciation 

 
The technical segment of the 2021 FIFA MA Referees Course assumed 
entirely a very high level pitch with the special approach adopted by the 
leader of the FIFA delegation for the Course, Dr. Doue Nounmandiez Desire. 
 
He effectively sandwiched his highly technical lectures with practical 
demonstrations, first by the presentation of scores of match clips in the 
lecture theatre and with practical sessions in which he actively first 
participated as a player by showing the invited players of local teams the 
way to do it and then physically demonstrated to the referees through the 
integrated practical sessions to polish off the referees’ rough edges as it 
were, during afternoons the practical demonstrations at the training pitch 
of the FIFA Goal Project in the Moshood Abiola National Stadium, Abuja – 
just a few metres away from the Headquarters of the Nigeria Football 
Federation. 

        
 
 
 
 
Hannachi Boubakar’s Physical Fitness Back-up 

The visiting FIFA/CAF Physical Fitness Instructor, a former Physical Fitness Trainer for 

the Tunisian national teams, had at varying times, trained also someTunisian Clubs such 

as the Esperance Sportive; the Club Africaine; the Etiole Sportive, Hannachi Boubakar 

was at his best as he equipped the participants adequately on how to meet the physical 

fitness demands on them in the course of refereeing football matches. 

During this practical session, Dr. Doue Noumandiez 

Desire (second from the left) often engaged the 

players for specific game actions to teach the 

referees the appropriate reactions expected of them. 

 

At the end of the demonstrations, the Technical 

Instructor Dr. Doue checked through instant 

feedback for the precision of the referees’ reactions 

to the teaching points. 
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These he lectured, not only theoretically but amplified his explanations 
practically with match clips. The physical fitness instructor completed each 
day’s assignment with on the field sessions which he complemented with 
inputs from the technical instructor, Dr. Doue Noumandiez Desire in the 
course of integrated sessions on the FIFA Goal Project practice pitch every 
evening.   
 
 
  

Chukwudi Chukwujekwu (third left in white shirt) and Engr. Emmanuel Imiere (fourth left) 

organizing the next exercise for another group of referees. 
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The Sessions of the Special Mid-Season’s Workshop for the 
Elite Referees from Monday 05 to Thursday 15 July 2021. 
 
The Nigeria Football Federation (NFF) organized what can be described as 
a landmark special training programme from Monday 05 to Thursday 15 
July 2021 at the Chida International Hotel, Abuja. 
 
It was a residential programme where all the participants; Instructors and 
Members of the NFF Referees Committee were camped together – the first 
of its kind organized by the leadership of the Federation in more than thirty 
five years. 
 
The Special Training activities, 
packaged for almost three 
hundred and fifty (350) 
participants comprised one 
hundred and ten (110) 
referees and two hundred and 
forty (240) assistant referees 
from all States of the 
Federation. They were divided 
into two Groups – A and B.  
 
The packages programmed for 
both groups were the same: 
pre-medical examinations 
which were conducted at the 
Medical Centre of the Moshood 
Abiola National Stadium, Abuja 
while the general physical 
fitness exercises were at the FIFA Goal Project training field; also in the same 
complex of the stadium.  
 
The general practical and integrated training sessions were conducted at the 
FIFA Goal Project practice field which is located within the premises of the 
Federation’s (NFF) Headquarters in the morning hours while the technical 
lectures and interactive discussions were hosted in the Conference Hall of 
the CHIDA International Hotel, Utako, Abuja. 
 

Endurance test in progress 
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Physical Fitness Instructors/Coaches 
There were seventeen physical fitness instructors on duty during both 
Group’s programmes under the leadership of Engr. Emmanuel E Imiere who 
is a FIFA/CAF (RAP) National Fitness Instructor/ National Coach. He was 
supported by two other FIFA/CAF Fitness Coaches – Abraham Danladi 
Zakowi; and Stella Azuanuka Eloji. 
 
The FIFA Fitness Coaches were: Bolanle C. Sekiteri-Ajayi (Mrs.); Maryam S 
Indo; Ibrahim Fagge. The National Fitness Coaches who participated also 
were: Toyin G Oginni; Victor O Ijeremen; Mike I Okpechi; Tunde Erukera; 
Col. (Dr.) Nicholas Chidi Achikasim; Gambo Adamu; and Bosede Momoh. 
The Local Fitness Coaches were: Dr. Aminu Shantali; Philip Alkali; and 
Michael I Uhumwangbo.  
 
Technical Instructors/Coaches 
The team of technical experts were made up by those who had been trained 
by FIFA during past FUTURO III Referees Instructors’ Courses as well as 
those from the Courses that were organized by the CAF. 
 
The pool had Chukwudi Chukwujekwu as the National Chief Instructor and 
a Member of the Referees Committee of the Federation. Others were Peter 
Elgam Edibi who has a special FIFA assignment as the Technical Instructor 
for the CAF Professional Referees of the West African Football Union 
{WAFU} Zone B Region as well as other FIFA/CAF trained Felicia Chibuogu 
Okwugba; Olori Sera Adebisi-Odeniran; Mohammed Ameenu; Dr. Ago 
Abubakar and Barr. Cecilia Ugbuji. 
 
All activities were adequately recorded and screened by Nigeria’s CAF 
trained IT Specialist – Promise Uwaeme. 
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SPECIAL TRAINING POINTS FOR PREMIER LEAGUE REFEREES AND 

ASSISTANTS -ABUJA 2021. 
 
The Technical programme which started on 6 July, 2021 featured an evening 
classroom work in the evenings with the participants.  
 
CHUKWUDI CHUKWUJEKWU (from his lecture notes) 
FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor and the National Chief Technical Coach 
The National Chief Technical Coach explained: 
 
REVIEW OF CLIPS FROM NPFL MATCHES. 
Knowing the effectiveness of better human understanding when issues are seen  
in images, we compiled a number of clips from our NPFL matches and projected 
for the participants, as the actors were in our classrooms, we asked them 
questions about their activities and deduced teaching and learning points from 
the images which we shared with the participants. This proved very effective and 
helpful as the training progressed. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO CAF NEW GATE CONCEPTS FOR PENALTY AREA 
PRIORITIZATION 
Coming from the realization that the penalty area is the most important area of 
the field of play and that mistakes by referees in the area affects the game of 
football more, we embarked to teach our referees the concept of being at the right 
gate at the right time to be able to deal with the actions that occur when in those 
gates. We introduced them to the 3 gates into the penalty area, gates 1, 2 and 3. 
Gate 1 should help a referee deal with actions 1 and 2 which are on the outside 
and on the line of penalty areas running parallel to the touch line on the left side 
of the referee which is on his diagonal for action 1; and the inside of the penalty 
area on his diagonal for action 2. 
 
Being at gate 2 at the right time helps the referee deal with actions 3 and 4 which 
are for actions inside the penalty area on the right side closer to the lead assistant 
referee and on the line or outside of the penalty area line running parallel to the 
touchline closer to the lead assistant referee. 
 
Being at Gate 3 helps the referee to deal with action 5 which are actions inside the 
penalty area which are central to goal. 
We taught the referees that understanding these concepts and finding ways to be 
at the gates will make their matches better. We also discussed with them the idea 
of sliding the gates to and from 1 and 2 and vice versa. 
In fact, for us instructors, we dealt with this all through the duration of the course 
while incorporating other things during their practical sessions every morning. 
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POSITIONING AND EXTRA MOVEMENT FOR REFEREES. 
Being aware that most times referees deal with block of players inside the penalty 
area, we told them that referees are expected to make extra and concerted effort 
to see things for themselves for better judgement. The extra movement and last-
ditch effort which are usually captured by the cameras give referees extra marks 
and commendation. This is modern day refereeing. 
 
DISCOURAGING THE DISPLAY OF ADVANTAGE SIGNAL. 
Having studied the trend and realizing that the display of advantage signals are 
mainly for Assessors who were past match officials and knowing that players 
adhere to whistle signals more than the advantage signals, referees were advised 
to deemphasize the display of advantage signals and concentrate on the game and 
catching up with the next phase of play which is a more important priority. We 
also reminded them that when the signal is displayed, referees lose the moral 
justification of recalling a foul when the advantage is not utilized which the laws 
of the game give them the authority to do. Advantage signals impress assessors 
who are former match officials and are proving not to be very helpful to the game 
of football. 
 
NEW WAYS OF DEALING WITH MASS CONFRONTATIONS 
Mass confrontations happen in our matches very often and we want the 
frequency to reduce, therefore referees are advised to deal decisively with such 
situations. At least one player each from the contending teams must be singled 
out and issued the yellow card in the first instance and at a repeat by same teams 
in same match, at least one player from each team must be shown the red card. 
 
TIME-WASTING AND DISAPPEARING BALLS 
Having noticed that time-wasting practices are on the increase in our matches, we 
advised the referees to talk to the teams and especially to the goalkeepers about 
this trend. Referees should deal decisively with time wasting devices. 
On the issue of disappearing balls by ball boys, we advised that the fourth officials 
should remain vigilant and act preventively by keeping some balls with 
themselves to beat the antics of the ball boys. 
 
MANAGEMENT OF INJURED (CRAMPED PLAYERS). 
Following the idea of CAF, we advised the referees to inform and deal with 
cramped players that only stretcher bearers be allowed into the field to remove 
such players out to reduce time-wasting practices by players who only pretend to 
have cramps.  
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PETER ELGAM  EDIBI  
2018 FIFA World Cup Candidate – (Assistant Referee} 
FIFA Technical Instructor for CAF Professional Referees 
 
The thrust of Peter Edibi’s lectures and practical sessions during the Special 
Referees Retraining Programme 
1. WORKING WITH PLAYERS  

Preparing the players for the drills to achieve the objectives of the practical 
sessions with the referees and assistant referees. 

2. CAF MODERN-DAY REFEREEING CONCEPTS FOR GROUP II 
Emphasis on: 
a. Gates concept; sliding from gate to gate when the situation demands. 
b. Referees moving before the ball when an attack ends up with the 

goalkeeper possessing the ball in anticipation of a counter attack so as 
to be in good proximity with the drop zone of the  ball to continue with 
the next phases of play. 

c. Crossing the line of the ball (go ahead of the ball / the imaginary line 
formed by the ball connecting the ball and both touch lines) when an 
attacking phase starts. 

3. OFFSIDE 
(Offside interpretation and application with assistant referees) 

a. Offside during run of play 
i. Offside at far end 
ii.  Offside at the middle of the field 
iii.  Offside near the AR 
b. Offside from dead-ball situations ( Set pieces) Corner kicks 
ii.   Free kicks 

4. FLAGGING TECHNIQUE 
i. The role of the index finger and a fixed wrist in flag handling. 
ii. Which hand holds the flag in relation to the AR's side to side movement 
while facing the field of play. 
 

The flag is to be held in the hand that is on the side/direction of the AR's movement 
.The direction of play informs the direction/ side the AR should move to therefore 
priority must be set accordingly. When the AR is supposed to move towards his 
right, his priorities are; 

a. Offside offences 
b. Fouls / free-kicks / penalty kick against the defending team 
c. Tight goal or no goal situation/ decision ( where there is no 

VAR/AVAR) 
d. Goal kick or Corner kick 
e. Throw-in to the attacking team. 

Therefore flag stays in the right hand. 
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When play is moving towards the AR's left-ward direction, His movements is due 
left so also the flag.  
Hence his priorities are  

a. Foul against the defending team/ free-kick to attacking team. 
(Attacking team here refers to the team with the ball) 

b. Throw-in to attacking team. Therefore Flag stays in the left hand.  
 
Felicia C. Okwugba 
FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor/Referee Assessor 

 Amendments to the Laws of the Game with an emphasis on Handball 
interpretation 

 On-the-field Practical Sessions were supervised to inculcate – the Penalty  
Area New  Gates concept; Crossing the line of the Ball vis – a - vis 
movements ahead of the ball 

 Analysis of relevant match clips on technical fouls 
 

Olori Sera Adebisi-Odeniran 
FIFA FUTURO III Referees Instructor 

 Supported with additional clarifications on the Concept of the Three Gates 
Penalty Area monitoring  

 Further emphasis on the Reading of the Game and the ability of referees to 
make appropriate switches of position when necessary during the match. 
Practical sessions on the Federation’s FIFA Goal Project playing ground 

 Review of fieldwork performances of the participants during lectures 
Other FIFA/CAF Referees Instructors – Dr. Ago Abubakar; Mohammed Ameenu 
and Barrister Cecilia Ugbuji were visibly supportive during the lectures but very 
active during the practical sessions every morning at the Federation’s FIFA Goal 
Project training field at the Moshood Abiola National Stadium, Abuja. 
 
Stella Azuanuka Eloji, 
FIFA/CAF Physical Fitness Instructor/Coach 
According to one of the FIFA/CAF Physical Fitness Instructors, Stella Azuanuka 
Eloji, the general fitness training was geared towards: 

 Core stability sessions which involved different activities such as planking 
to develop strength; to maintain balance and to improve running 
techniques 

 Flexibility training to improve the referee’s flexibility, to reduce proneness 
to injuries; to develop strength, power and to improve on posturing 

 Dynamic stretching 
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REFEREEING GOLD MEDAL OF TOKYO OLYMPIC GAMES 
 
 Nigeria’s Referee Patience Ndidiamaka Madu earns a GOLD Olympic Medal 
 Achievement by sheer hard work and discipline 
 Remains FIFA Project for Women World Cup 2023 
 

Members of the Nigerian football family did not miss 
out completely from the recently concluded Olympic 
Games in Tokyo Japan as Referee Patience 
Ndidiamaka Madu was presented with a Gold Medal 
along with some other match officials after they 
successfully supervised the varying Women’s 
matches of the Games played from Wednesday 21 July 
2021 up to quarter final stage with two groups  left 
for the semis played on Monday 02 August  and the 
final match Friday 06 August 2021 at the Olympic 
Stadium, Tokyo – the stadium that hosted both 
opening and closing matches of the football 
tournament. 
 

By this date most of the referees and assistant referees including the Nigerian 
were disengaged at end of the quarter final matches.  Referee Patience Madu had 
served in three matches from the Opening match of the Women’s competition on 
Wednesday 21 July 2021, in the fixture of Great Britain and Chile which was played 
at the Sapporo Dome City – a three-hour flight from Tokyo. 
The match officials of the games were: 
Referee:             Salima Mukansanga               -  Rwanda 
AR1:                   Bernadettar Kwimbira           -  Malawi 
AR2:                   Mary Njoroge                        -  Kenya 
Fourth Official:   Patience Ndidi  Madu           -  Nigeria 
VAR:                   Abdulla Al-Marri                   -  Qatar 
AVAR:                 Muhammad Bin Jahari         -  Singapore 
 
The second match for Referee Ndidi Madu was on Saturday 24 July 2021 between 
Japan and Great Britain from 19.00 hours. The officiating team was: 
Referee:               Anastasia Pustovoitova            -  Russia 
AR1:                    Ekaterina Kurochkina             -  Russia 
AR2:                    Sanja Rodak                            -  Croatia 
Fourth Official:    Patience Ndidi Madu             -  Nigeria 
The third Game for Patience Madu was at Miyagi, Japan . 

Patience Ndidi Madu displaying the 2020 

Olympic Games Medal she had earned 
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While the Women’s competition ended Friday 
06 August 2021 at the Olympic Stadium, Tokyo, 
the Men’s tournament commenced on Thursday 
22 July 2021 between Egypt and Spain at the 
Sapporo Dome Centre and the final game for 
Men’s football was hosted on Saturday 07 
August 2021 at the International Stadium, 
Yokohama, Japan. 
 

FIFA Referees Committee in a Circular dated 23 
April 2021 appointed ninety nine (99) match 
officials for the 2020 Tokyo Japan Olympic 
Games. Twenty five (25) of these were Referees 
and fifty (50) Assistant Referees with additional 
twenty (20) Video match officials from all the 
world’s Confederations as well as four (4) 
Support Officials. 
 

The four Support Referees were: Patience Ndidi Madu (Nigeria); Rivet Maria 
(Mauritius); Beida Dahane (Mauritania) and Kimirra Hiroyuki Japan. 
 

FIFA had explained that as part of their development strategy, the Support 
Referees were being deployed to the Tokyo Olympic Games as the next important 
step that may lead them to the next FIFA World Cup, Qatar 2022 for the Men; and 
for the Women, the FIFA Women’s World Cup in Australia and New Zealand in 

2023. 
More than eighty per cent of the appointed 
referees were disengaged at the end of the 
quarter finals while remaining concluded 
the final stages of the Women’s Games. 
Those retained were the more 
experienced ones who had the privilege of 
officiating in the previous Olympic Games 
and or the World Cup finals. 
Those that flew CAF’s Refereeing Banner 
at the Games were: (Women): 
Mukansanga Salima (1988) (Rwanda), 
(Referee); Kwimbira Bernadettar 

(Malawi) and Mjoroge Mary (Kenya) as 
Assistant Referees.  (Men): Tessema Bamlak (1980) (Ethiopia) and Victor Gomes 
(1980) (South Africa), as Referees; and Gilbert Cheruiyot (Kenya); Ibrahim 
Mohammed (Sudan); Marengula Arsenio (Mozambique); as well as Phatsoane 
Soune (Lesotho) as Assistant Referees. 
VAR Officials: Mohammed Mahmoud (Egypt) and Adil Zourak (Morocco). 

FIFA Patience’s Third Olympic Match was in 

Migaji City, Japan with the South Americans: 

Borjas Melissa (Honduras); Perelio Shirley 

(Hunduras) and Coudino Enedino (Mexico). 

Patience Ndidi Madu (second right). 

 

Some of the invited Referees and Assistant Referees 

with the FIFA Referees Manager, Seitz Kari (fourth 

right) and Patience Madu (second right). 
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2021 AITEO CUP (NIGERIA’S FA CUP) FINALS 

END IN GLAMOUR 
The final games of the annual Nigeria’s FA football competition under the title 
name of AITEO CUP were played on Sunday 08 August 2021 at the now ultra-
modern Ogbe Stadium in Benin City, the Edo State Capital. 
 
The standard of play in the two matches - for the Men’s Cup as well as the 
Women’s Cup – lived up to expectation as they produced lots of excitements – but 
the Men’s game was tension packed with anxious moments until FIFA Woman 
Referee Patience Ndidi Madu’s final whistle at the conclusion of the kicks from the 
penalty mark. 

                   
 
 
 
 

While the Men’s final was between 
Nasarawa United FC {Nasarawa} and 
Bayelsa United FC {Bayelsa}; the 
Women’s game was played out between 
FC Robo Queens {Lagos} and Bayelsa 
Queens FC (Bayelsa). At the end of the 
encounters Bayelsa United FC and 
Bayelsa Queens FC won the Men’s and 
Women’s trophies respectively. 
         
As indicated earlier, the Referees 
Committee of the Nigeria Football 
Federation designated FIFA Woman 
Referee, Patience Ndidi Madu , who 
had just returned from the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games Japan a couple of days 
earlier to referee the epic encounter. She became the first Woman referee after 
more than two decades to be entrusted to officiate the Nigeria’s FA Cup final.  

Match Officials of the Men’s final game line up with the Captains 

of both teams. From right: Samuel Pwadutakan; Ndubuisi Ukah 

(third right); Patience Madu and Hope Igho (left) 

 

Good luck colleagues the Referee Patience 

(middle) seem to be saying to her colleagues 

as she was about to kick off the match. 

 

Match Officials of the Women’s Final adorning their 

Medals: from right to left: Bello Alhassan Zuru; Assistant 

Referee; Alaba Olufunmilayo, Fourth Official; Ahmad 

Rabiu, and Beauty Ternah, Assistant Referees. 
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Appointed to assist her were other FIFA referees assistants – Samuel Pwadutakam 
who is in the Elite “A” class of the CAF; Hope Igoh with Ndubuisi Ukah as the Fourth 
Official. 
 
The Women’s final game, played three hours earlier, was officiated by Ahmad 
Rabiu (Referee) with Bello Alhassan Zuru and Beauty Terna as Assistant Referees 
had Alaba Olufunmilayo as the Fourth Official – all from the FIFA cadre. 
 

NIGERIA’S 2022 FIFA LISTING EXERCISES 

 
 36 Vie for 22 slots for the 11-a-side slots 
 As all incumbents for Fustal and Beach Soccer qualified. 

 
The processes of the medical and physical fitness evaluation of candidates for the 
2022 Nigeria’s nominees to FIFA for the Panels of International Referees and 
Assistant Referees – Men and Women – were organized on Tuesday 21 September 
2021 by the Nigeria Football Federation at the Moshood Abiola National Stadium, 
Abuja. 
 
It turned out into combined exercises which served the needs also for the physical 
fitness demands for the 2021 FIFA MA Referees Course held in Abuja from 
Tuesday 20 to 24 September 2021. 
 
The exercises were conducted by a Member of the visiting FIFA delegation, 
Hannachi Boubacar, FIFA/CAF Physical Fitness Instructor who had also similar 
exercise as part of his assignments. 
 
Mr. Hannachi was supported in this assignment by a host of local physical fitness 
instructors led by Sir Engr. Emmanuel Edekin Imiere (the Chief Fitness Coach), 
assisted by Abraham Danladi Zakowi; Stella A. Eloji (FIFA/CAF) physical fitness 
instructors; as well as Maryam S Indo and  Ibrahim (both FIFA Physical Fitness 
Instructors). 
 
Participants of the Abuja FIFA MA Referees Course exercises were as follows: 
FIFA International Referees (Men) 
1. Adebimpe Quadri Ololade 
2. Basheer Salisu 
3. Ogabor Joseph 
4. Abubakar Abdullahi 
5. Nurudeen Abubakar 
6. Grema Mohammed 
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FIFA International Assistant Referees (Men) 
1. Digbori Tejiri 
2. Igudia Efosa Celestine 
3. Peter Ogwu Eigege 
4. Samuel Pwadutakam 
5. Usman Isah 
6. Usman Abdulmajeed 
7. Hope Igho 

 
 
FIFA Referees (Women) 
1. Madu Patience Ndidimadu 
2. Hannah Elaigwu 
3. Akintoye Yemisi Eunice  
4. Alaba Oluwafunmilayo 

 
FIFA Assistant Referees (Women) 
1. Iyorhe Mimisen Agatha 
2. Abibatu Yusuf Iyadunni 
3. Friday Mfon Akpan 
4. Terah Kabeda Beauty 

 
Other Invitees to the MA Referees Course who participated in the medical and 
physical fitness tests were: 
(MEN) 
1. Ibodor  Ovie 
2. Nwaegbe Uche 
3. Faro Abdulrahman 
4. Idowu Samuel 
5. Mohammed Zakari 
6. Madaki Abdulmalik 
7. Faisal Inuwa 
8. Auwal Usman 
9. Abdulsalam Kassim 

10   Habib Ghali 
11   Ahmad Tijjani Mustapha 
12    Adamu Zakari 
 

Women 
1. Atseosa Abons Faith 
2. Nweke Patience 
3. Scholastica Ikeobi 
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NIGERIA’S REFEREES OF THE YEAR 2021 

 DR. JOSEPH ODEY OGABOR & 
 PATIENCE NDIDIAMAKA MADU 
 
  Two Nigerian football referees were elected out of three hundred and fifty (350) 
in the elite class in the Country as the Best Referees for the Year for outstanding 
and spectacular performance, in and out of the field of play, all through the 
2020/2021 season. 
 
They were decorated with the prestigious and desired merit award – the 
NFF/AITEO AWARD 2021 during a glamourous ceremony on Monday 20 

September 2021 at the Eko Hotels, 
Victoria Island, Lagos. 
 
The Awardees are: Dr. Joseph Odey 
Ogabor {for the Men category} and 
then Patience Ndidiamaka Madu {for 
the Women class}. Both are from the 
current FIFA Panel of International 
Referees. 
 
Dr. Ogabor had featured in several 
top international FIFA and CAF 
matches as well as in a number of 
explosive national matches of the 
Nigeria Premier Football League 
(NPFL) during the season. 

 
FIFA Patience Ndidiamaka Madu, on the other hand, is an Olympian referee. She 
officiated during the Women’s Games of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games in Japan 
and earned the only medal from the Olympic Games in football for Nigeria 
through refereeing from July/August 2021 with the prospect of officiating in the 
2023 FIFA Women World Cup in Australia/New Zealand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dr. Joseph Odey Ogabor 
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On her return from the Olympic Games, 
Patience Madu was designated and refereed 
the Finals of the 2021 Aiteo Cup competition 
in Benin City on Sunday 08 August 2021 in a 
Men’s teams’ match between the Bayelsa 
United Football Club and the Nasarawa 
United Football Club – the former of the 
Nigerian National League Division and the 
latter of the Premier League cadre. 
 
Earlier in the year, from the 19 to 25 April, 
2021 to be precise, Patience was among the 
match officials for the Women Super League of the Nigeria Women Football 
League organized by the Nigeria Football Federation in Ijebu Ode, Ogun State. 

Patience Madu refereed the opening and 
closing matches of the 2021 Super 
League. 
 
Referee Patience Madu was also the first 
Woman Referee to lead in the history of 
the Nigerian football an all-Women team 
of match officials to supervise two 
Premier League Male teams through a 
crucial NPFL match between the Akwa 
United Football Club and the Dakkada 
United Football Club both of Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom State. 
 

She had also successfully officiated some other dicey matches of the NPFL 
matches assigned to her during the season just ended. 
 
There were seventeen other Award Winners that night. These included the Best 
Performers of the Year – Men and Women players – Nigeria based and Overseas’ 
based; Clubs of the Year (Men and Women) including two posthumous Awards. 
 
  

 Patience Ndidiamaka Madu 
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 DR EFFI USEN FOR ATHLETICS DOPING COMMISSION 
 Retains hobby as Football Referee Assessor  

 
The Athletics Federation of Nigeria (AFN) has 
appointed Dr. Effi Usen as a Member of a 7-man 
Medical Doping Commission charged with the 
responsibility of reviewing and remodeling the 
structure of doping control administration in the 
country to meet, at all times, the strict 
international prescribed standards as well as to 
foster an overall spirit of integrity among the 
Nigerian athletes. 
 
Members of the Commission whose names were 
announced by the President of the AFN, 
Tonobock Okowa during the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic Games Japan first week in August 2021 
are: Professor Ken Anugweje as Chairman; with 
others as Members - Dr. Paul Onyido; Dr. Femi 
Ayorinde; Dr. Effi Usen; Dr. Bukola Bojuwoye as 
well as the Technical Director AFN, Samuel 
Onikeku – a former Nigerian Track & Field World Athletic Level One Coach - while 
Inwang Israel Mfon would serve as the Commission’s Secretary. 

 
Dr. Usen in PyeongChang Winter Olympics 2018 South Korea 

 

Dr. Effi Usen had no doubt been thoroughly groomed for the assignment coupled 
with his vast experience for over seventeen years working with top athletes 
during varying international athletic meets. 
 

Dr. Effi Usen 
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He his  academically fortified  with a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery 
(MBBS) degree from the College of Medicine at the Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria in Kaduna; Master’s Degree in Health Planning and Management (MPH and 
M) from the University of Benin, Edo State, Nigeria and  a Diploma in Sports 
Medicine. 
 

   
 
 
Dr. Usen had served at various athletic meets, national and international, as Team 
Doctor including the Junior Athletic Championships in Mauritius 2009; Maputo, 
Mozambique 2011; in Ethiopia 2015 and Pyeongchang South Korea 2018. He had 
also served as a Member of the Medical and Anti-Doping Commission; Board 
Member of the Nigerian Olympic Medical and Scientific Commission - indeed as 
well as Member Medical and Doping Committee of the AFN from 2009 to 
2017.Besides his commitment to his core career assignments – Sports Medicine - 
Dr. Effi Usen has continued to feature prominently in football refereeing 
development whenever time permitted. 
 
He trained as a football referee in 1989; attained the top refereeing level of Grade 
One in 1996 and officiated passionately in the Nigerian football leagues until he 
retired from active refereeing; not before he had made impact in supervising 
some top grade matches in the Premier League. 
 
To sustain his passion for football refereeing, Dr. Effi Usen served as a Match 
Commissioner for a while before converting to train younger referees by 
accepting designations, from time to time, to serve as Referee Assessor during the 
Nigeria Premier Football League. 
 
  

Some of the Nigerian Girls that made history at 

the Winter Olympic Games with Dr. Effi Usen. 

 

Other Members of the Medical Team at the Games with Dr. Effi. 
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2022 FIFA WORLD CUP AFRICAN QUALIFIERS  
 

 Ogabor Joseph led Nigerian Referees to Kigali 
 

The Preliminary Competition African Zone - Round 2 Match Day 2 – Group E 
match between Rwanda and Kenya was played on Sunday September 05, 2021 at 
the Kigali Stadium in the Capital City from 15.00 hours. 
Nigerian referees and other officials, designed by the Referees Committee of FIFA 
for the match were:  
 

Referee:                      Ogabor Joseph Odey               - Nigeria 
AR1:                              Pwadutakam Samuel               - Nigeria 
AR2:                               Adebimpe Quadri Ololade      - Nigeria 
Fourth Official:               Ruzindana Nsoro                        - Rwanda (replacement) 
Referee Assessor:           Sharfeddin Essam Ibrahim       - Libya 
Match Commissioner:     Macao Jose Fernando               - Angola 

 
 

FIFA WOMEN U20 WORLD CUP QUALIFIER IN NIAMEY 
 

The Match No. 9 FIFA U20 World Cup African Qualifier between the Niger and the 
Republic of Benin was played on Saturday 7 August 2021 in Niamey, Capital City 
of Niger Republic. 
 

Nigerians were designated as match officials for the game.   Two of these, Eunice 
Yemisi Akintoye (Referee) Akpan Mfon Friday (Assistant Referee) had travelled 
from the WAFU Zone B AFCON Club qualifiers in Abidjan Ivory Coast to Naimey 
Niger Republic for the match to join other Nigerian colleagues – the Referee 
Hannah Elaigwu and Mimisen Agatha Iyorhe, the first Assistant Referee who had 
travelled direct to Niamey from Nigeria. 

The Nigerian referees for the match from the right: Adebimpe Quadri; Sharfeddin Essam 

Ibrahim, Referee Assessor; Dr. Joseph Odey Ogabor; Ruzindana Nsoro; Macao Jose Fernando 

(Commissioer); and Samuel Pwadutakam. 
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The full list of the match officials that eventually supervised the Niger and 
Benin game was; 
Referee:                    Hannah Elaigwu                     - Nigeria 
AR1:                          Mimisen Agatha Iyorhe        - Nigeria          
AR2:                          Akpan Mfon Friday                - Nigeria 
Fourth Official:          Eunice Akintoye Yemisi        - Nigeria 
Commissioner:          Radia Fertoul                           - Algeria  
COVID-19 Officer:   Adamou Tchiouake                 - Niger 
 

 
 
 
WAFU ZONE B AFCON CLUB QUALIFIERS IN ABIDJAN 
Representative of six WAFU B countries were on 05 July 2021 drawn into two 
groups tournament to produce the qualifiers for the  CAF Champions of Women 
League  Clubs Tournament for the Zone which were played in Abidjan Cote d’ 
Ivoire 15  to 30 July 2021. 
 
The qualifiers from all the football Zones play offs in the Continent will converge 
in Morocco  for the CAF Women AFCON Club Champions tournament proper. 
 
The WAFU B Zonal clubs were grouped by draw as follows: 
Group A 
Rivers Angels (Nigeria); Hasaacas Ladies (Ghana); and Association Sportive de la 
Police (Niger). 
Group B 
Onze Soeurs de Gagnoa (Cote d’Ivoire); Union Sportive de Forces Armees 
(Burkina Faso); and Amis du Monde Football Club (Togo). 
 

Match Officials and Team Captains: from right to left: Mimisen Agatha Iyorhe; 

Hannah Elaigwu; Yemisi Akintoye Eunice and Akpan Mfon Friday. 
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List of the Members of the Organising Committee with Balima Boureima (Executive 
Director), President; Lawson Hogban Latre-Kayi. (Executive Director), Vice 
President (Competition Organization).  
 
Among the Members of the Organising Committee who served as Match 
Commissioners were Ruth David (Nigeria); Tall Sabine Zougrana (Burkina Faso); 
Athacou Agatha (Cote d Ivoire). 
 
Technical Study Group   
Toure Clementine (Cote d Ivoire) and Mercy Tagoe-Quarcoo (Ghana). 
 
Referees Commission 
Tempa N’dah Francois(Benin) - Chairman; and 
then Committee Members -  Yeo Songouifolo 
(Cote d’Ivoire); Felicia C Okwugba (Nigeria); 
Emmanuella Grace Aglago (Ghana) – all 
Technical Instructors; Jeanne Annah Ayemou 
(Cote d’Ivoire) Physical Fitness Instructor and 
Promise Nnadozie Uwaeme (Nigeria); CAF IT 
Specialist. 
 
Referees 
Kayode Laurende (Benin); Nikiema Jacqueline 
(Burkina Faso); Kore Zomade (Cote d’ Ivoire); 
Bremansu Theresa (Ghana); Sani Nafissa 
(Niger); Akintoye Yemisi Eunice (Nigeria); and 
Kindedji Edoh (Togo). 
 
Assistant Referees 
Yekini Shitou Nafissatou (Benin); Pare Latifatou (Burkina Faso); Talou Djenan 
Prisca (Cote d’Ivoire); Chakule Alice Farizua (Ghana); Douno Moussa Hawa 
(Niger); Mfon Friday Akpan (Nigeria); and Agbedanou Abra Sitsofe (Togo). 
 
The Championship of the WCL 2021 Qualifiers WAFU B kicked off proper on 
Saturday 24 July 2021 in the Robert Champoo Stadium, Abidjan from 15.30 hours 
with the opening match encounter between Onze Soeur FC (Cote d’ Ivoire) and 
USFA (Burkina Faso). 

All the Referees and Assistant Referees 

received Medals . 

 in the Games. 
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The match officials designated for the Match No. 1 encounter were: 
Referee:                       Edoh Kindedji                          - Togo 
AR1:                             Nafissatou Yekini Shitou           - Benin 
AR2:                            Hawa Douno                             - Niger 
Fourth Official:             Nafissa Sani                               - Niger 
Commissioner:             Ruth David                                - Nigeria 
Referee Assessor:         Felicia Chibuogu Okwugba        - Nigeria 
General Coordinator:   Boureima Boubacar                   - Niger 
Technical Study Group:    Mercy Tagoe-Quarcoo              - Ghana 
 

The Match No. 03 tie was between Amis du Monde FC (Togo) and Onze Soeur 
FC (Cote d’Ivoire) played also in the same stadium – Robert Campoo 
Stadium, Abidjan, Tuesday 27 July 2021 from the 15.00 hours. 
The following officials were appointed by the Referees Commission for the 
match : 
Referee:                            Yemisi Eunice Akintoye              - Nigeria 
AR1:                                 Akpan Mfon Friday                       - Nigeria 
AR2:                                 Alice Farizug Chakule                   - Ghana 
Fourth Official:                 Jacqueline Nikiema                       - Burkina Faso 
Commissioner:                 Sabine Marie Isabelle T. Zoungrana  – Burkina Faso 
Referee Assessor:             Emmanuella Grace Aglago           - Ghana 
General Coordinator:      Bourema Boubacar                       - Niger 
Technical Study Group:   Mercy Tagoe-Quarcoo                 - Ghana 

Ensuring that all Referees and Assistant Referees were with their; Catapult to monitor their  

physical fitness developments. 
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Match No. 5 between USFA FC (Burkina Faso) and Amis du Monde FC (Togo) 
was played on Friday 30 July 2021 at the Robert Champroux Stadium Cote 
d’lvoire from 15.30 hours. 
The following were designated as the match officials: 
Referee:                         Nafissa Sani                            - Niger 
AR1:                               Hawa Douno Moussa            - Niger 
AR2:                               Akpan Mfon Friday                - Nigeria 
Fourth Official:               Zomadre Sonia Kore               - Cote d’Ivoire 
Commissioner:               Ruth David                               - Nigeria 
Referee Assessor:            Felicia Chibuogu Okwugba    - Nigeria 
Gen. Coordinator:           Bourema Boubakar                - Niger 
Technical Study Group: Mercy Tagoe-Quarcoo           - Ghana    
 
No. 9 match of the tournament,  between USFA FC (Burkina Faso) and Amis 
du Monde FC (Togo) was played at the Robert Camprosux Stadium, Cote 
d’Ivoire (Third Place) on 05 August 2021. 
The designated match officials were: 
 
Referee:                              Eunice Akintoye Yemisi               - Nigeria 
AR1:                                   Akpan Mfon Friday                       - Nigeria 
AR2:                                    Alice Farizzua Chakule                - Ghana 
Fourth Official:                  Nafissa Sani                                   - Niger 
Commissioner:                  Ruth David                                    - Nigeria 
Referee Assessor:             Felicia Chibuogu Okwugba          - Nigeria 
Gen. Coordinator:             Bourema Boubacar                      - Niger 
Tech. Study Group:           Mercy Tagoe Quarcoo                  - Ghana 

 

The Championship Referees and some of the officials. 



41 
 

 
 
 

 
Wafcon 2022: Burkina Faso v Benin 

 

 
According to the match fixture just released by the CAF, the national Women team 
Burkina Faso has been scheduled to meet their Republic of Benin counterpart in 
a football match on Stade d’Ebimpe in Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire on Wednesday 20 
October 2020 from 16.00hours 
 
The match which is No. 30 of the African Qualifying games of the African Cup of 
Nations has the following match officials to supervise it: 
 
Referee:               Eunice Akintoye Yemisi                   - Nigeria 
AR1:                    Mimisen Agatha Iyorhe                    - Nigeria 
AR2:                    Beaty Kabeda Terah                         - Nigeria 
Fourth Official:    Patience Ndidi Madu                        - Nigeria 
Commissioner:     Assa Sourmare                                 - Mali 
Covid-19 Officer:  Lobah Yves Gontrand                      - Cote d’Ivoire.     

 

 
 
 

Match Officials: Right to left: Nafissa Sani; Akpan Mfon Friday; Felicia C Okwugba; Jeanne Annah 

Ayemou; Yemisi Akintunde Eunice and  Alice Farizzua Chakule. 
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Total Energies CAF Champions League 2021/2022 Qualifiers 
 

 Salisu Basheer led Nigerian Referees to Abidjan 
 

The current season’s TotalEnergies CAF Championship League competition 
kicked off in twenty two (22) various centres in Africa. from Satuday 11 
September 2021 to Sunday 19 September 2021 for the first and return leg 
matches. 
 
Twenty two teams representing National League Champions participated in forty 
four match engagements on a home-and-away games basis for the Champions 
League Cup. 
 
The first set of matchers of the Champions League fixture was played on Saturday 
11 September 2021 with the return leg matches completed on Sunday 19 
September 2021. 
 
Nigerian referees were designated by the CAF for one the first day matches – 
Match No. 33 between ESAE FC of Benin and FC Nousdhibou of Mauritania. 
This encounter was played, as stated earlier, on the 11 September 2021 at the 
Cotonou Stade de l’Amitie, General Mathieu Kerekou from 17.00 hours [GMT] 
16.00 hours with the following officials supervising: 

 
 

Referee:                            Salisu Basheer                     - Nigeria 
AR1:                                Isah Usman                         - Nigeria 
AR2:                               Celestine Efosa Igudia        - Nigeria 
Fourth Official:              Grema Mohammed            - Nigeria 
Commissioner:                Alim Konate Aboubakar     - Cameroon 
COVID-19 Officer:        Sylvester Parfait Aivodji      - Benin 
 

From right to left Celestine Efosa Igudia; Salisu Basheer; Grema Mohammed and Isah Usman. 
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 Ref. Abubakar Abdullahi with his Nigerian team 

 
As with the Champions League competition, the Confederation Cup tie were 
between twenty two (22) Winners of the National League Championships. 
 
The competition kicked off in twenty two (22) centres on Sunday 12 September 
while the return games were organized up to the September 19, 2021 for the forty 
four (44) match fixtures. 
 
Match No. 30 between Football Club de San Pedro (Cote d’Ivoire) and ASFA 
Yennenga FC (Burkina Faso) – a return leg match between the two teams played 
on Saturday 18 September 2021. 
 
Nigerian referees were again appointed by the CAF among the match officials who 
supervised this game. The full complement of the match officials were as follows: 
Referee:                         Abubakar Abdullahi                  - Nigeria 
AR1:                              Peter Eigege Ogwu                    - Nigeria 
AR2:                              Igho Hope                                 - Nigeria 
Fourth Official:              Joseph Odey Ogabor                 - Nigeria 
Commissioner:              Abou Cisse                                 - Guinea 
COVID-19 Officer:       Cyrille Serges Dah                     - Cote d’Ivoire 
 

 
  

From right to left: Hope Igho; Abubakar Abdullahi; Dr. Joseph Odey Ogabor 

and Peter Eigege Ogwu. 
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REFEREEING NEWS FROM WAFU ZONE “B” MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS  
 
BENIN 

 
Two major international programmes were hosted by the Benin Football 
Federation (FBF) during the quarter of the year just ended – 01 July to 30 
September 2021. 
 
FIFA MA Referees Course in Porto Novo 
These were the FIFA Member Association’s Referees Course organized for Elite 
Referees of the Republic of Benin from Tuesday 20 July to Saturday 24 July 2021 
in Port Novo. 
 
The lectures of the MA Referees Course were delivered at the Protestant 
University of West Africa with the practical including the integrated sessions 
were organized at the Stadium of Excellence Training Centre of Akpro Misserete 
in the suburbs of Porto Novo. 

 
The Course was conducted by the experienced FIFA Referees Instructor, Divine 
Evehe who is also the Referees Manager of the Federation Camerounaise de 
Football (FECAFOOT). 
 
Emphasis during the Course include the Changes in the Laws of the Game; new 
Interpretations and Application of the Offside Law; Technical offences as well as 
Reading the Game; Penalty Area and Game Management and Positioning. 
 
 

FIFA and other elite referees and assistant referees 
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FIFA Young Referees Project 
The second programme of the third quarter of 2021 was the on-going FIFA 
refereeing project for Referees who were Under 20 years old. 
 

It was a weeklong session which followed on immediately after the FIFA MA 
Referees Course from the 24 July to Saturday 31 July 2021. This training of young 
referees was organized in the City of Grand Popo under the direction of the FIFA 
Representative Ms. Geraldine Heine assisted by Thomas Boko, the Referees 
Manager of the Benin Football Federation. 
 

           
 
 
 
As stated earlier the Young Referees Project has been on-going since 2018 as part 
of a long-term partnership between FIFA and the Federation to develop 
refereeing in the country from the grassroots.  

                   
 
 

 
 

On hand to assist Ms. Geraldine Heine were two refereeing experts from Benin – 
the acclaimed Codjia Bonaventure of the FIFA/CAF from the late 1990s as well as 
the current FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor, Brice Afolabi Igue with the support of 
Borgias Houedin – the Youth Physical Fitness Instructor. 

Ms Geraldine Heine,  FIFA Representative responsible 

for the Young Referees Project with Thomas Boko 

Referees Manager for the Benin Football Federation. 

 

Some of the young players at the Championnat 

National Scolaire with Ms. Geraldine Heine. 

 

Young Referees with their Instructors. 

 
Instructors at the disposal of the young referees are 

from right: Borgias Houedin (physical fitness); Codjia 

Bonaventure and Brice Igue; technical instructors. 
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A schools’ tournament was a programme organized to monitor and assess the 
level assimilation of the young referees during the training. 
 
The tournament attracted twelve boys’ teams as well as twelve girls’ teams with 
the matches played on the Grand Popo and Come camps located respectively 
eighty (80) and sixty (60) kilometres from the Capital Cotonou. 
 
BURKINA FASO 

 
FIFA MA Referees Course – Online  

The 2021 FIFA MA Referees Technical Course was conducted online from 
Tuesday 22 June to Friday 25 June 2021. 
 
Directing the Course were Mohammed Gabori (Djibouti) and Tempa N’dah 
Francois (Benin) as well as Athanase Nkibuto (Rwanda), the FIFA Refereeing 
Development Officer (RDO) for the French-speaking African Member 
Associations. The Zoom backup was provided by the CAF IT Specialist Ramy 
Gamal (Egypt). 
 
 

        
  
 
Around to offer technical support was Serge Ileboudou Paulin (Burkina Faso) 
FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor. In attendance was also the President of the 
Referees Committee, Zio Boureime. 
 
Thirty five referees and assistant referees (Men and Women) participated in the 
Course. 
 

Tempa N’dah Francois 

 
Mohammed Gabori (Djibouti) 
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Major technical areas of coverage were: Amendments to the 2021/2022 Laws of 
the Game; harmonization of some critical aspects of the Laws with emphasis on 
the assessment of challenges; the new concept in the interpretation and 
application of the Offside Law; the new approach of the Monitoring Penalty Area 
Incidents – the three Gates principle; amongst others. 
 
Refresher Seminar by Referees Association (AMAF) 
As part of their annual exercise to update football stakeholders in the Country of 
the developments in the interpretations and application of the football Laws of 
the Game, the Referees Association, on Friday 06 August 2021 conducted a one-
day open refresher seminar  for referees; football players; football coaches and 
sports journalists. 
 

 

Monitoring of the Penalty Area through the Gates Concept 

 

National Instructor Samdo Marie Madeleine on practical teaching experience under 

the supervision of FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor Ilboudou Serge Paulin Samuel. 
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The seminar afforded the players; coaches and sports journalists the opportunity 
to watch practical demonstrations on the field of play of critical and often-
confusing decisions of the referees during matches. 
The Federation elected the experienced technical veteran Referees Instructor, 
Serge Ilboudou Paulin – FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor – who then conducted the 
Seminar. 
  
As part of his efforts in refereeing development in Burkina Faso, Serge Ilboudou 
Paulin used the occasion to expose Somda Marie Madeleine – a former referee – 
to technical instructorship and she lectured on offside positional play. 
 
 

The FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor himself, Serge dwelt extensively on the more 
complicated of the two topics – Handball Offences. For the special benefit of the 
referees, Serge demonstrated intensively the new monitoring approach to 
Penalty Area Incidents using the new Three Gates principle. 
 
 
2022 FIFA WORLD CUP QATAR – PRELIM. COMPETITION AFRICAN ZONE – ROUND 2 
 

 Cape Verde Islands vs Liberia 
 Paulin Siege Ilboudou (Burkina 

Faso)  - Referee Assessor 
 

The encounter between the national 
teams of Cape Verde and Liberia was 
played on Sunday 10 October 2021 at 
the Stade Municipal ADERITO Sena 
with the following match officials: 
 
 
 
Referee:                         Ali Moussa Moh                                   - Niger 
AR1:                                Yacouba Abdoul Aziz                            - Niger 
AR2:                               Mohamadou  Yahaya                            - Niger 
Fourth Official:              Mohammad Alou Mousa                       - Niger 
Referee Assessor:        Paulin Ilboudou Siege Samuel             - Burkina Faso 
Commissioner:             Badupa Gregorio                                   - Guinea Bissau 
Medical:                         Dr. Silva Humberto                              - Cape Verde 

  
 
 
 
 

Paulin Siege Ilboudou, Referee Assessor (in green) 

after a pre-match training in Cape Verde. 
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COTE D’IVOIRE 
 

The FIFA/CAF Physical Fitness Instructor, Jeanne Annah Ayemou has been having 
very busy programme of late. She was fully engaged in the West African Football 
Zone WAFU B’s AFCON Club Qualifiers in Cote d’Ivoire from 15 to 30 July 2021. 

 
 

 

She was again designated to serve during the Dr. Aisha Buhari Cup for Six-
Nations’ Invitational Tournament held in Lagos, Nigeria from the 15 to 21 
September 2021 as a Member of the Referees Commission to manage the physical 
fitness conditioning of the ten match officials – five referees and five assistant 
referees. 
 

Madam Jeanne Annah Ayemou who was fondly addressed as the Number One by 
all referees and Members of the Referees Commission demonstrated clearly that 
she possesses a special passion for physical fitness activities for referees 
including the regular pre-match warm-ups and post-match cooling down. 
 

 
 
 

On every physical fitness day’s outing’,  Madam Jeanne was usually the first down 
at the hotel lobby in Victoria Island, Lagos to ginger the referees into their waiting 
bus to their training centre – the stadium. 

Post-Training Stretching Exercises in Lagos with all Referees. 

Special work out for some of the Referees by Jeanne Annah Ayemou. 
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GHANA 
Ghana Referees Win 3-Year German Kit Sponsorship 
It is indeed a dream come true that after years of intensive searching for sponsors, 
the Ghanaian Referees have now found one but still need more. 
The first break was the intervention of the ZAZ Produkte – a German Sports 
Clothing Company – in October 2020, which agreed to sponsor the kits for the 
Ghanaian football referees. 
 

The Ghana Football Association (GFA) was 
delighted to receive recently one thousand 
and fifty (1050) referees outfit from the ZAZ 
Prodkite in fulfilment of the agreement they 
had reached with the GFA last October. 
The partnership which was arranged 
through the Club Consult Africa, the local 
representative of the German Company is for 
a period of three football seasons, in the first 
instance. 
 
The consignment include three hundred 
(300) pieces of uniforms for the Premier 
League referees; four hundred and eighty 
(480) for the Division One League referees; and two hundred and seventy (270) 
for the Women’s Premier League referees. 

                
 
 

Mr. Alex Kotey, the Referees Manager of the GFA, revealed that the deal would 
ensure the availability of the referees’ shirts, shorts and stockings all through the 
three-year sponsorship period. 
 

The ZAZ Prodkite is a company for Sports clothing as well as all sorts of hand 
gloves. Although based in Germany, it has a manufacturing unit in Pakistan. 
 
 

The Referees Manager of the GFA, Alex Kotey 

(sitting) in front of the referees with their 

sponsored uniforms. 

 

Six referees in varying colours of the match uniforms. 

 
A woman Assistant Referee 
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NIGER 

FIFA MA Referees Course in Niamey 
 

FIFA delegation 
 Tempa N’dah Francois (Benin) FIFA/CAF  Technical  
 Mademba Mbacke (Senegal) FIFA/CAF doyen Instructor Physical Fitness 
 Attama Ibrahim, President Central Commission des Arbitres – very innovative. 

 

The Federation Nigerienne de Football (FENIFOOT) hosted the 2021 FIFA 
Member Association Referees Course from Monday 20 to Friday 24 September 
2021 in the Technical Centre of the National Stadium, Niamey, the Nigerienne 
Capital. 
 

Two highly experienced FIFA/CAF Instructors were designated by the world 
football body for the programme: they were Tempa N’dah Francois (Benin) 
FIFA/CAF Instructor was appointed for the technical instructions while Mademba 
Mbacke (Senegal) for his specialized area – the physical fitness aspects. 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

Madam Tempa N’dah Francois (fourth right) addressing the Opening Ceremony of the 2021 FIFA 

MA Referees Course in Niamey. Others present  (right to left)  Gomno Daodda ,Referees Manager; 

Mbacke Mademba , (second right) the Course FIFA Physical Fitness Instructor; Silimane Mohamed, 

the Secretary General of the Federation; and Attama Ibrahim, the Chairman Referees Committee.. 

 

 

 

The FIFA MA Referees Course in session with Tempa 

N’dah Francois (black shirt) explaining some new 

technical concepts. The Chairman, Referees Committee, 

Attama Ibrahim (left in blue tracksuit) fully participating. 

 

Mademba Mbacke in fitness exercise demonstration.  
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Instructors Tempa N’dah Francois have had a very busy programme during the 
week having earlier  participated in the training of the international referees, of 
the Aisha Buhari Six-Nations Women’s Invitational Tournament. She officiated 
during the kick off in Lagos, Nigeria on Wednesday 15 September 2021. 
 

As expected, the technical emphasis during the 
Nigerienne FIFA MA Referees Course include new 
concepts and considerations in the interpretations 
and application of the Laws of the Game; penalty 
area incidents and the use of gating principle to 
monitor penalty area incidents; tactical fouls; 
assessment of challenges – the incidents of low, 
medium and high intensity contacts – speed and 
force of contacts etc. 
 

Greater emphasis were on the practical 
demonstrations both in the domain of technical and 
physical fitness.  The 
pictures from the FIFA 
MA Course with this 

report should be able to 
tell the whole story. 
 

Earlier, the FENIFOOT from 25 to 29 August 2021 
had organized a Referees Course for Young Referees 
who the President of the Referees Committee 
Attamah Ibrahim had described as the potential elite 
referees of the future for the Republic of Niger. 
 
There were lots of subdued excitement from the participants as Attamah Ibrahim 
predicted that a good number of those referees presented themselves as very 
good prospects for first class international refereeing. 
 

 
 

The two FIFA Instructors – Tempah 

N’dah Francois (left) and Mademba 

Mbacke (right) sighting one of the 

possible training venues 

 

Attama Ibrahim 

Le President Central Commission 

des Arbities 

Participants of the 2021 FIFA MA Elite Referees Course with the visiting FIFA delegation of 

Instructors and the Federation Officials. 
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It was a double celebration for this Nigerienne Woman FIFA Referee in 
Nigeria for two reasons – her performance during the Aisha Buhari Cup 
Six-Nations Women Invitational Tournament was highly commendable 

and she was assigned the 
final and crucial match 
between Nigeria and 
South Africa. She had 
refereed the second 
match of the tournament 
between Cameroon and 
Morocco and served as 
the Fourth Official in the 
Cameron and Ghana 
encounter.  
 
Earlier, indeed three days 
into the Tournament, 
Zouwaira Sani Souley 
added one year to her age 
and the celebration with a 
birthday cake organized 
by her colleagues – 
referees and assistant 
referees of the 
tournament – as well as 
the officials in the hotel 
that night, after the day’s 
match, was something for 
her, memorable. 
 

 
 
 

Presentation of the Birthday Caké on behalf of all the refereeing 

group to Zounaira Souley. 

 

There was a very loud singing of “Happy Birthday” song to 

Zounaira as she cut her birthday cake. 
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NIGERIA 
 

 
Referees Receive Teaching Aid Sponsorship 
 

It was indeed timely and appropriate for the referees to receive on Thursday 09 
July 2021, a number of teaching aids which included four laptops and a projector 
from Otunba Kunle Soname on the occasion of the NFF Special Referees Training 
Course for the Premier League referees in Abuja. 
 
The donations were received by the President of the Nigeria Referees Association 
(NRA), Otunba Tade Azeez; the Deputy NRA President Hon. Sani Zubairu and 
some Members of Association’s National Executive Committee during the NFF 
sponsored Referees Training programme in Abuja. 
 
One of the laptops was eventually immediately after handed over to the NFF Chief 
Technical Instructor for Referees, Callistus Chukwudi Chukwujekwu, on behalf of 
the NRA by Hon. Sani Zubairu assisted by the Association’s Secretary General, Dr. 
Suleiman Omeiza; the Deputy Secretary General, Col. (Dr.) Nicholas Chidi 
Achikasim and the Deputy National Training Officer, Dr. Aminu Shantali. 
 
The equipment was immediately deployed into use by the team of technical 
instructors on ground at Goal Project Practical pitch before the commencement 
of the Group B training session on Sunday 11 July 2021. 
 
 
DELTA STATE 

Delta Governor’s Schools Cup: 

 
President Amaju M. Pinnick: Chief Guest of Honour 
The 2021 Delta State Governor’s annual football competition for 
secondary/commercial colleges within the State has assumed a new dimension 
for the better from past years’ experiences.  
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This time around, it had drawn the special attention and support financially and 
logistically from all Deltans – those at home and from Deltans in the Diaspora a 
fall out from the resolutions of the First Delta State Football Summit held in Asaba, 
the State Capital from the 25 to 27 November 2020. 
 
Schools participation in the 2021 competition tripled compared to the 
competition registration in past years. The Governor’s Schools Cup final match 
was played in Asaba on Saturday 15 August 2021 with the Commerce College, 
Warri emerging as the Champions. 
 
One of the major highlights of this year’s edition of the 
Governor’s Schools’ Cup final match organization was 
the Special Invitation to the President of the Nigeria 
Football Federation Amaju Melvin Pinnick, as the 
Special Guest of Honour  for the final match of the 2021 
Governor’s Cup competition which was a befitting 
occasion to honour him since March 2021 he was 
elected as a Member of the FIFA Council. 
 
The three-day Summit of the Deltans was held last 
November at the Villa Hotel and Suites. The theme of 
the Summit was FOOTBALL AS A TOOL FOR PEACE 
BUILDING which attracted the participation of 
football referees, football coaches and players/club 
officials; representatives from the Government as 
club owners and financiers amongst others. 

President Amaju M. Pinnick (fourth right) arriving for the First Delta State Football Summit. 

 

David Okeremute Egho, a Member 

of the Delta State Football 

Association is also a Member of the 

NFF Referees Committee and the 

Referees coordinator in Delta State. 
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The emphasis was on the sustenance of the development of the Deltan young boys 
and girls to continue to become the Olympic Games potentials. 
 
The Coordinator for the referees of the competition as well as other competitions 
is a veteran of football refereeing from Delta, Dave Egho who is also a Member of 
the Referees Committee of the Nigeria Football Federation. 
 
EBONYI STATE 
 

U15 Youth National Games: Ebonyi hosts Abia and Anambra States 
 

The South East edition of the 2021 National 
Under15 Youth football Championship 
kicked off on Wednesday 05 September 
2021 in Abakaliki – the Capital of Ebonyi 
State. 
Mrs. Jane Owo, the South East Zonal 
Coordinator of the Federal Ministry of 
Youths and Sports Development took the 
kick off of the Male match on behalf of the 
Honourable Minister of Youths and Sports 
Development between Abia and Anambra 
States. 
The match was played at the Pa Ngele 
Oruta Township Stadium, Abakaliki. The 
referee of the match was Sebastine Onwe 
of the Nigeria Premier Football League. 
 
 
 

Physical Fitness for Ebonyi Young Referees 
 

As part of their COVID-19 palliative packages to all referees and assistant 
referees, the Nigeria Referees Association (NRA) shared out training cones 
of varying sizes to all State Referees Councils in support of their physical 
fitness programmes. 

Mrs. Jane Owo  as a former woman football 

player to officially kick off the 2021 competition 

in Abakaliki Ebonyi State led by the match 

referee, Sebastine Onwe who is an Elite Referee 

of the Nigeria Premier League class. 
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The Ebonyi referees deployed the content of their package – the cones – 
immediately after the inspection on the 14 August 2021 by some of the 
members of the Ebonyi State Referees Council. 
 

LAGOS STATE 
Three Lagos State Ref. Societies Earn Kit Sponsorship 
The three Referees Societies were Lagos Referees Society (LRS); the Mainland 
Referees Society; and the Eti-Osa 
Referees Society. They are operating 
under the Lagos Divisional Football 
Association (LDFA) – one of the 
constituent football divisional 
associations of the Lagos State Football 
Association. 
 
The Referees Kits were handed over on 
Thursday 09 September 2021 at the 
Old office of the Nigeria Football 
Federation at the Ogunlana Drive, 
Surulere Lagos. 
 
Before the presentation, the Kit 
Sponsor, the Chairman of the LDFA Honourable Tinubu Akintunde Ahmed, 
exuded so much joy in the ability to support the “men in black” the way he was 
doing which he, in his modesty, described as little appreciation of the most 
challenging assignments the referees had been taking upon themselves. 

Young referees in Abakaliki subjected to physical fitness drills. 

 

The President, Nigeria Referees Association and Member 

NFF Referees Committee, Otunba Tade Azeez receiving the 

donation of referees uniforms sponsored and presented by 

the Chairman of the LDFA, Honourable Tinubu Akintunde. 
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He declared “even though your assignment is regarded as a hobby, I consider it a 
very serious one indeed because of the far reaching impact of the game of football 
on the joys and lives of millions of followers all over the world”. 
 

We must support you referees even if 
my contribution may appear limited 
in scope; but I am using this 
opportunity to appeal to others to 
support the Nigerian referees for 
them to be able to always create the 
desired influence nationally and 
internationally. 
Receiving the Referees Kits on behalf 
of the Societies, the Vice Chairman of 
the Lagos State Football Association 
Otunba Tade Azeez who is also the 
President of the Nigeria Referees 
Association (NRA) commended the 

Kit Sponsor Honourable Tinubu Akintunde Ahmed, for his great gesture which 
Otunba predicted would boost the morale of the referees including the Lagos 
State Football Association to support football referees morally, spiritually and 
financially to propel the referees to do better in the future. 
 
The sets of the referees, equipment were three sets of each Referees Society in 
Lemon; Blue and Orange colours with the shorts in the usual black colour. 
 
SOKOTO STATE 

 
A New Dawn for the Sokoto State Referees 

It was indeed a very determined and aggressive drive aimed at discovering talents 
among the growing population of referees among the Sokoto State Referees 
Council. 
 
Judging by the responses, underlined by the large turnout of participants, it was 
indeed a great reward for the efforts of the energetic drive and enthusiasm of the 
top refereeing experts in the State led by Dr. Bello Abubakar who is a Member of 
the Referees Committee of the NFF; and Dr. Aminu Shantali, as well as with the 
active involvement of the leadership of the Sokoto State Referees Council 
members. 
 

A referee showing off one off the jersey colours donated. 
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The programme held in the State Capital Sokoto on Saturday 04 September 
2021 covered all aspects f refereeing.  The participants were taken through 
the current Amendments to the Laws of the Game; Handball incidents; 
Penalty Area incidents; Monitoring Penalty Incidents, and concluded the 
programme with integrated training session.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field of  play and dimensions are the basic 

steps to start the beginners but also a very 

important visual for certain illustrations 

 

Practical exercises, as part of the physical fitness development 

for referees are crucial ingredients to achieve purposeful 

football refereeing. 

 

Post training gathering of the referees and their trainers led by Dr. Bello Abubakar (second row 

sixth right) with other experts including on this day Ibrahim Isah Budah; Taiye Samson Fasanya; 

Joseph Onwe; Fatai Shittu and Badamasi Abdulaziz. 
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TOGO 
 
Two Levels of the FIFA MA Referees Courses in Lome 
The Federation Togolaise de Football (FTF) hosted two levels of the FIFA Member 
Association Courses in the month of September 2021. 
 
The first of both courses staged in Lome, the Togolaise Capital was the Elite 
Course conducted from Monday 13 to Friday 17 September 2021 and was 
conducted by two FIFA experts – Jerome Nzolo Efong (Gabon) for the technical 
aspect of the training while Ali Mohammed (Djibouti) for the physical fitness 
component which was considered also for the nominees of the Federation to FIFA 
for the 2022 Panels of International Referees and Assistant Referees. 
 

     
 
 
The second Course was for the non-elite junior referees which was organized 
from Saturday 18 to Wednesday 22 September 2021. The FIFA Instructors 
appointed to supervise were Evehe Divine (Cameroon) who taught the technical 
component of the Course; while Onodje Ignance (Togo) – CAF Instructor was for 
the physical fitness training. 

 
 
 
 

Onodje  Ignace ,Guy Akpovi Federation President, 

Divine Evehe. 

 

Participants and Federation Officials with the 

instructors of one the 2021 FIFA MA Referees Course. 

Technical Course in Session. Sitting first left: Madam Lawson Hogban Latre-Kayi; 

the Referees Manager of the Togolaise .Federation. 
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A host of national FIFA/CAF Instructors were on hand and offered their assistance 
to facilitate the training activities of the visiting FIFA delegations. Among these 
were Madam Lawson Kayi, FIFA/CAF Referees Instructor and the Referees 
Manager for the Federation; FIFA/CAF Instructor Konyoh Komi as well as others 
Djaoupe Kokou; and Agboyi Xonam (a Woman National Instructor). 
 
The reactions from the participants have been very positive; they commended the 
standard of instructions as well as the course contents generally. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

It was a full house – the referees and their instructors, local and international, during the FIFA MA 

Course. The officials from left to right standing second row: Djaoupe Kokou; Ntale Kokou; Onodje 

Ignace (physical fitness instructor CAF); Ali Mohammed  (physical fitness instructor FIFA) mme Lawson 

Kayi, Efong Nzolo Jerome de Gabon; Agbovi Xonam; Konyoh Komi 

 

Referees Participants of the intermediate level Course of the 2021 MA Programme. 


